Connect Group Meeting Agenda
Sunday, April 27, 2014, 5:30pm-7:30pm

Fellowship around 40-45 minutes


Discussion Time (Have group be seated)


HOST: Encourage everyone's participation in the discussion time. 
           Remind them that they need to allow others to share as well.  You can inform 
           them that you are not being rude if you have to interrupt them if they are 
           going too long.



Ice Breakers (You can pick your own or use the suggested ones below)

· Who is the most famous person you have ever met? How did it happen?
· Who is one person that is alive today that you would like to enjoy dinner with?


Group Guidelines
Stress once again the confidentiality that is necessary in each meeting.


Discussion/Bible Study
A few weeks ago, Pastor Danny taught about restoring the joy of our salvation.  If you have been a Christian for very long you know there are peaks and valleys.  The joy of a new believer lasts for a while and there is no joy like that of when we are first saved.

	Suggested Ref:  Psalm 51:10-14, Nehemiah 8:10

1.  Relive that joy for just a moment.  Briefly tell about your journey to Christ and tell about the 
     moment you surrendered your life to Him.

	Suggested Ref:  Psalm 107:2

1a.  Was your Christian life contagious then and how did you act different than before? 
       (Could people tell a difference in your life?)

1b.  How long did it take before you noticed that your joy was tried and you hit your first valley?

	Suggested Ref:  Psalm 42:4


In a minute we’ll talk about the valleys, but since the Christian life is full of ups and downs, let’s look first at some of the ups.

2.  Tell about  the most joyful season in your Christian walk?  What made it so joyful?
2a. Were there any spiritual disciplines that you kept to ensure that your joy remained full?

	Suggested Ref:  John 15:11, 1 John 1:4


     3.  Now tell about the hardest time of your spiritual life.


Pastor Danny talked about the joy stealers in our life.  (sin, hardships, unanswered prayer). These 3 things are the biggest robbers of our joy and make God feel distant in our life.


     4.  Have you ever been through a season in your life where one of these things stole your joy?    
          (CAUTION them to not go into too much detail about their sin)

	Suggested Ref:  Psalm 51:10-14, Job 29:1-4, I Samuel 1:8-10


5.  Was there ever a time when you felt that God was distant and didn’t hear your prayers?

	Suggested Ref:  I Samuel 1:8-10


5a. What did you do to press through?

	Suggested Ref:  Galatians 6:9


Pastor Danny shared several ways that we can restore our joy.  Though there are many ways to restore our joy: prayer, clinging to God’s promises and repentance are the best places to start.

	Suggested Ref:  Psalm 51:12, I Samuel 1:10
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6.  What have you found, helps you restore your joy?


6a.  What is one of God’s promises that has helped you through the tough spots? (The verse you 
       cling to)

	Suggested Ref:  II Corinthians 1:20


     
Prayer for each other (Ask them if they have any needs)



Conclude by 7:30pm		 (Instruct the ones with kid's at church to pick them up promptly)



